
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I am writing this letter to give you an update on recent developments in our society, which 

you joined or had contact with at some point during its nine-year history, and request your 

continuing support in working towards the attainment of our goals. Please excuse the length 

of the letter: it may be warranted by the length of scarce communication with the membership 

in the past, and the agenda we are setting for the future.   

 

The ESHPT is past its fourth successful conference. After Florence (2009), Athens (2012), 

and Budapest (2014), over 40 scholars in the field assembled to discuss “Constitutional 

Moments. Founding Myths, Charters and Constitutions through History” at the Universitat de 

Barcelona on 19-21 October 2016 (see the program at 

http://www.moderna.ih.csic.es/fmi/xsl/fehm/anexos/ESHPT-Barcelona%20Conference-

October%202016.pdf ). The conference was hosted by the outgoing President of the ESHPT, 

Xavier Gil, who is also planning – true to tradition – a volume based on a selection of the 

papers read at the conference. This will be the fourth one in our book series, after In the 

Footsteps of Herodotus, eds, Janet Coleman and Paschalis Kitromilides (Firenze: Olschki, 

2012), Athenian Legacies, ed. Paschalis Kitromilides (Firenze: Olschki, 2014), and Trust and 

Happiness in the History of European Political Thought (eds. László Kontler and Mark 

Somos), which arises from our Budapest conference and is scheduled for publication at Brill 

in October 2017, http://www.brill.com/products/book/trust-and-happiness-history-european-

political-thought . The theme of our fifth conference, planned to take place in Heidelberg in 

the fall of 2018, will be “Crisis and Renewal in the History of Political Thought”. Please find 

attached the call for papers. We hope that it will be of interest to you, and request your kind 

cooperation in bringing it to the attention of scholars in the field. 

 

A General Assembly meeting was also held at the Barcelona conference, which elected a new 

Executive Committee. László Kontler (Budapest) succeeded Xavier Gil as President, with 

Cesare Cuttica (Paris/Erfurt) as Vice President, Adriana Luna-Fabritius (Helsinki) as 

Secretary General, and Sara Lagi (Torino) as Treasurer; other EC members are Lea Campos 

Boralevi (Florence), Xavier Gil (Barcelona), Petar Cholakov (Sofia), Jani Marjanen 

(Helsinki), Peter Schröder (London) and Arthur Weststeijn (Rome). 

 

With two past presidents and other experienced members, as well as some dynamic younger 

colleagues, the new EC is well-positioned to set itself a somewhat more ambitious agenda 

than we have pursued so far. While the conferences and the volumes are valuable 

achievements we may be proud of, and some degree of academic sociability has also been 

generated by the Society, we aim at moving a few steps ahead in providing benefits 
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specifically to our own members, and to the academic community in the field at large, in 

more complex ways. This includes operating as a training ground for early career scholars by 

contributing to their initiation in the profession; as a platform for a regular exchange and flow 

of information and ideas; as a vehicle for promoting our field and our scholarship; and many 

more. This, in turn, depends on a greater degree of permanence and cohesion in our 

activities than has been the case so far.  

 

As a crucial first step, we are developing a more lively and active online presence 

(combining the existing website http://europoliticalthought.wordpress.com/ with more 

flexible social media alternatives, such as our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/europoliticalthought/ ), with relevant and regularly updated 

content, which will hopefully make it attractive enough for the membership to want to 

engage in communication and to provide content: sharing news about what they do (a kind 

of “members on the move” page), what they publish, and what they know about what others 

are doing and what is going on in the field. In time, the page should also be a venue for 

informal but scholarly discussion of relevant issues (a book, a paper, a lecture). You are 

cordially welcome to start using these platforms right now!  
 

In pursuing this programme, we face competition. Other Facebook groups and blogs are doing 

the same, Academia.edu with its flexible mechanisms of making material available not only 

within or by thematic fields, but in their cross-sections, is to be reckoned with, too. So are 

institutional podcasts, and talks proliferating on youtube. There is still a niche for our society 

to fill through its online activities, namely, by becoming a switchboard, and a liaison among 

strategic institutional partners where the field has a strong presence, and which should be 

made interested in relying on us. They would all be linked in (see the beginnings on the 

website, https://europoliticalthought.wordpress.com/partners/ ) so that all their important news 

and announcements are simultaneously accessible via our page. The site should be a “hub” of 

our field that exists in virtual space and connects physically located and anchored institutional 

partners. 

 

This obviously needs manpower. We have made arrangement with an early career colleague, 

Martin Pjecha (PhD candidate at Central European University, Budapest) to supervise and 

coordinate our Facebook activities, and to help Adriana Luna-Fabritius and Jani Marjanen in 

managing the website. 

 

In order to develop further means of avoiding a two-year dormancy of the Society (the period 

between our conferences), we should be successful in encouraging our members to think of 

teaming up under the ESPHT's auspices for panels etc. at other academic events – not 

even necessarily and strictly "history of political thought" events, but also ones in 

neighbouring fields, as a demonstration of the relevance of the scholarship we are cultivating. 

Other "interim" activities may and should be thought of as similar vehicles of “brand 

building”.  

 

We have started the accomplishment of this agenda by operating in “concentric circles” 

around the EC. The first step is creating the long overdue members’ directory – not a simple 

list of members and their addresses, but informative profiles, with paths to learn about their 

institutional backgrounds, networks and other activities. Template profiles of the members of 

the current EC have already been uploaded (please see 

https://europoliticalthought.wordpress.com/membership/members-directory/), and we would 

like to invite other members to follow by sending similar material, in an attempt to 
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contribute to building an academic community in the field of the history of political 

thought. 

 

We hope that this account will make you interested in remaining in the fold and renewing 

your membership (https://europoliticalthought.wordpress.com/membership/how-to-join/ ). Of 

course, we are happy to answer any questions you may have. Please send your reply to the 

ESHPT e-mail account from which you have received this letter, as well as to 

kontlerl@ceu.edu and adriana.fabritius@eui.eu . 

 

Looking forward to working with you, with kind regards, sincerely yours 

 
László Kontler 

on behalf of the ESHPT Executive Committee   
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